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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, listen to our words and 

hear our sighs. You are our rock of 
safety. We continue to trust You to 
protect our Nation and world. 

Lord, continue to be our refuge and 
strength, always ready to hear and an-
swer our prayers. Surround our law-
makers with the blessings of Your 
grace and mercy. Lead them like a 
shepherd in their efforts to do Your 
will on Earth, even as it is done in 
Heaven. Enable them to permit justice 
to roll down like waters and righteous-
ness like a mighty stream. 

And, Lord, save the Ukrainian peo-
ple. 

We pray in Your powerful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MOTION TO DISCHARGE 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the motion to dis-
charge the Gordon nomination, which 
the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Julia Ruth Gor-
don, of Maryland, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. WARNOCK. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WARNOCK). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 
The majority leader is recognized. 

CORONAVIRUS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now 

on COVID, yesterday afternoon I an-
nounced that Senator ROMNEY and I 
had reached an agreement for a $10 bil-
lion COVID supplemental appropria-
tions package. It took many rounds of 
bipartisan talks, many days and nights 
and weekends of negotiations, but we 
have shaken hands on a compromise 
that the Senate can and should move 
forward very soon. 

I thank the Senators on both sides of 
the aisle who participated in this, and 
Senators BURR, BLUNT, and GRAHAM 
were involved with Senator ROMNEY. 
Senator COONS gets a special shout-out 
because of his fierce determination to 
work on international, on getting an 
international thing done. Senator MUR-
RAY, as well, was very helpful in our 
negotiations. 

The deal we announced yesterday has 
the support of Speaker PELOSI and 
President Biden, who urged Congress to 
work quickly to get a bill to his desk. 
We are going to work hard to get that 
done, and I hope my Republican col-
leagues will join us to move forward on 
this legislation. 

There is no reason why we shouldn’t 
be able to get this funding passed. The 
administration needs it right now, and 
we all know that our country is in 
great need of replenishing our COVID 
health response funding. Putting in the 
work, today, to keep our Nation pre-
pared against new variants will make 
it less likely that we get caught off 
guard by a new variant down the line. 

So this is really essential to Amer-
ica’s well-being. It is essential to get-
ting back to normal. All those who de-
cried that we didn’t get to normal 
quickly enough should be supportive of 
this legislation, because the longer we 
wait, the more difficult it will be when 
the next variant hits. 

This $10 billion COVID package will 
give the Federal Government and our 
citizens the tools we need—we depend 
on—to continue our economic recov-
ery, to keep our schools open, to keep 
American families safe. The package 
we agreed to will provide billions more 
for vaccines, more testing capacity, 
and—essential—$5 billion for more life-
saving therapeutics, arguably the 
greatest need right now for the coun-
try. 

These therapeutics are great drugs, 
but if we don’t have them at the ready 
when the new variant hits, it will let 
the variant get its tentacles deeper 
into our society. But this money will 
go a long way at keeping our schools, 
our businesses, our churches, our com-
munities running as normally as pos-
sible, should a future variant rear its 
nasty head. 

Approving this package is simply the 
sensible, responsible, and necessary 
thing to do. Republicans and Demo-
crats alike should now work together 
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